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Development of a multiplex PCR method for the rapid detection of Escherichia coli. Klebsiella
pneumoniae, Staphylococcus aureus and methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus
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Abstract: Objective Septicemia is caused by a variety of pathogenic bacteria,including Escherichia coli,
Klebsiella pneumoniae and Staphylococcus aureus (especially for methicillin-resistant S. aureus, MRSA), thus
to establish a multiplex PCR method for the rapid detection of common pathogenic bacteria in the blood,is in
favor of the timely treatment of septicemia. Methods The target genes of this assay were phoA for E. coli,
mdh for K. pneumoniae, femA for S. aureus and mecA for MRSA,and 16S rDNA as pathogen infection con-
trol. Results A perfect concordance (100%) was observed when the specificity was validated with 20 strains
belonging to 15 species pathogens containing target strains and other clinical pathogens. The detection limits
of the multiplex PCR method were 2. 75X 10> CFU/mL for E. coli,2. 43X 10° CFU/mL for K. pneumoniae,
3.13X10* CFU/mL for S. aureus and 3. 03 X 10* CFU/mL for MRSA. Multiplex PCR method was compared
with conventional blood culture method (BCM) by a practical sample test assay with 300 blood specimens. The
multiplex PCR method provided nearly concordant results with BCM except a few false-negative results that 4
in total 187 BCM-positive samples could not be determined by PCR method. Conclusion We successfully de-
veloped a simple, timely multiplex PCR method for detection of E. coli, K. pneumoniae,S. aureus and MRSA in
blood stream infection.

Key words: polymerase chain reaction; sepsis; Escherichia coli; Klebsiella pneumoniae; Staphylo-

coccus aureus; methicillin resistance
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A REAT B 25 B RE I K T R A R BBk
FIPE A RGAIT I B . B A BEEE SV (PCR) H A&
JE— PR CPRGE AW T kT
R FE N PCR 37 38% F1 40 B » — M m A 550/ B 9 45 30 25
e, HA AR K WV AE B T A . AR5 A EE o
£ % PCR J#E, % EC.KP.SA fl MRSA [A] i 47 8
W, IE45 16S rDNA AE Jhy BH P 8% 4y X BE 20, DT 2 55
WET I AT A R 46 e S [A) 5 3K 31— R K il 9
H) R SEEOR R R H
1 MBRAE
11 BRI AT 5 B R H B B 2 45 ECLKP,
SA MRSA ., % iz % &5 Bk B (SE) | 4% X % %5 Bk 1 (SL) |
it 2 R ST R CAB) Vi 2% (R B M B (P A 3558 A8 T T

P (PV) 2 7 BR i (EF) L JE 5L 88 BRI (SAg) A 3 3
W (VV) 15 3L 55 BR B (SDy) L 229 8 3K 18 (SMD Al 3k
AR AR (SCO ¥ o W17 58 8 B2 B I IR 43 25 0 bk
W [ 25 [ B o A R AP0 CATCC ) fY A 14 b £ 3% EC
(ATCC 25922), KP ( ATCC 700603), SA ( ATCC
29213) \MRSA(ATCC 33591)#1 SE(ATCC 12228),
1.2 B3R 5% Mueller-Hinton (M-H) 34 . il
AR A E AR Y R AR R LB B SR Al
FW, BACTEC™ 85 % iy | 26 ® BD A A, 2 X
Multiplex PCR Kit ) H QIAGEN 4\ %, DL2000
DNA #r % . Lysis Buffer for Microorganism to Di-
rect PCR Kit #Jl) § TaKaRa 2\ 7], DuRed #% i 44 ¥}
W Bz A A A R A A2 a0 34 R A B A

1.3 ik

1.3.1 5|¥iit S BCEk08-9 ki35 4. 454
16S rDNA #:[H EC phoA #:[H .KP mdh #£[H .SA
femA LA MRSA mecA £ R, 5149 d w4 K5
HABRAFG . 5IFI R RN 1,

1 514 5 =4 K

M H ff9 35 14 314 91 (53" P4k /N (bp)

JE A 16S rDNA 16SF 5 -AGAGTTTGATCCTGGCTGAG-3’ 1 500
16S-R 5'-GGTTACCTTGTTAGGACTT-3’

EC phoA PhoA-F 5'-GTGACAAAAGCCCGGACACCATAAATGCCT-3' 903
PhoA-R 5'-TACACTGTCATTACGTTGCGGATTTGGCGT-3'

KP Mdh Mdh-F 5'-GCGTGGCGGTAGATCTAAGTCATA-3' 364
Mdh-R 5'-TTCAGCTCCGCCACAAAGGTA-3'

SA femA FemA-F 5'-AAAAAAGCACATAACAAGCG-3' 132
FemA-R 5'-GATAAAGAAGAAACCAGCAG-3’

MRSA mecA MecA-F 5'-GTAGAAATGACTGAACGTCCGATAA-3' 310
MecA-R 5'-CCAATTCCACATTGTTTCGGTCTAA-3'

1.3.2 4 KT 37 A4l DNA $2HC ¥ 4liidr PCR Master Mix 12,5 pL,0. 1 pmol/L 5] ¥, #i 4k

HETR R 5 e /T LB . 37 "C R 3R i 1. i 100
pL B 13 000 X g B0 1 min. 3% 35U A 50
pL Takara Lysis Buffer for Microorganism to Direct
PCR Kit, I 4% 46 B 5 #:4F 2 0 DNA, H 4 ] T PCR
SR o 1T ISR G B A A T B T I % RO 37 C RE R
4 h FEAT U L AR5 500 L TR 13 000X g
B0 1 min, F B3 WS M A 50 pnL. Takara Lysis
Buffer for Microorganism to Direct PCR Kit, 3 #¢ 1}
BB AE 4 I DNA, B4 T PCR [,

1.3.3 B—JLP PCR Y4 APt m 519 . 18
MR 24 LLFr B EC ATCC 25922, KP ATCC
700603 ,SA ATCC 29213 Fil MRSA ATCC 33591 /9
DNA R AR . 43 5l % H i 47 16S rDNALEC phoA.
KP mdh.SA femA 1 MRSA mecA B—F: K PCR #~
4, PCR KW AR R (25 pl) : 2 X QIAGEN Multiplex

(Template)1 pL WZEIE K (ddH.O) & 25 L. &
R FRAFM PCR 2 b 25 R 95 °C WiAE #£ 15 min,
94 C7ARE 30 5,58 CiB &k 90 s,72 CHEMH 90 s, HEAT
35 MEH .72 ‘CIEAP 10 min, PCR =¥ F 4 C I 7E,
1.5 76 B R AR s PR VKO R 45 2R

1.3.4 ZH PCR &4k b g o7 Bl 8] B A% )
LA BERR R £ 8 PCR Jr ik % i A 51 9 5
] — A~ 2 o BT, PCR AR & 4758 25 L, Xf EC
ATCC25922 , KP ATCC700603, SA ATCC29213 Al
MRSA ATCC33591 () DNA # 4 #47 £ & PCR ¥~
B AR R A R AR R IR AT IE S R A O AR
51914 0.01~0. 20 ypmol/L, L 0. 02 pmol/L j 14 ; #R
PTG iR KR EE . DL 56 C LAk DL 2 C i
fn, EZE62 CL ] 90 s, 1T 35 NFH, 72 °C I fif
10 min, PCR 7=#)F 4 CORAF, 1. 5 %0 Bt JIR B e i ri ik
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1.3.5 Z®HE PCR FEmEr 5 %A Takara Lysis
Buffer for Microorganism to Direct PCR Kit 42 B iz
B TR PR R 20 DNAL F ] B 57 1 2 8 PCR 5 i
T4 58 S e A Ty ik i 4 e 1

1.3.6 = PCR FkmRHEE WxE EC ATCC
25922 . KP ATCC 700603,.SA ATCC 29213 1 MRSA
ATCC 33591 By BB VR B T AT 10 A5 80 FE AR RS AR IR
2.75 X10° & 2.75 CFU/mL, 2.43X10° & 2. 43
CFU/mL.3.13X10° £3.13X CFU/mL HiI 3. 03 X
10" & 24.3 CFU/mlL, & #i B¢ B2 22 24 J5 B 1 L Bk
K4 DNA, 435 #4172 1 PCR ¥ 1§, DL & H A
TRR

1.3.7 kil W E M EE PCR Tk 5445
M35 55 J7 8% 300 AN L K5 IR A A AT HO 8 B ik A Oy
PRI EEPE I B 3R 07 B O SR AR ILMUAR A T BAC-
TEC™ 4 A 3 ifl ¥ 5% & 4 i & ¥ & M. T
BACTEC9240 il H5 F- 4% 37 “CH; 3% B 2= AL A H 7w B
J B Tl il - A ek 7L S Pk B R % B Vitek-2 Com-
pact Gl A= ) 8 58 43 i ASCGHE AT 24 B0 2 v i e A
g% 5 d Joddor BHE A A B

1.3.8 Wi ERE AR HER EC ATCC25922 Ji
il A 1A B0 RS BT BACTEC™ B 3 i, 37 °C
BegE 1.2.3.4 h {7 Wi, 5f 4% Takara Lysis Buff-
er for Microorganism to Direct PCR Kit i3 #H 4 #: /F
$EHU DNA, HH#:HF PCR & .

2 % R

2.1 H—3EH PCR 4% PL EC ATCC25922,
KP ATCC700603, SA ATCC29213 #1 MRSA
ATCC33591 H# M. i i 16S-F/16S-R 5| ¥ & 14
J5 PCR 7= ¥ 7 1 500 bp 5 16S rDNA 447 ; i F
PhoA-F/PhoA-R 5| ¥ ¥ 18 EC ATCC25922 J5 PCR
7R 903 bp; ff | Mdh-F/Mdh-R 5| % 9" #% KP
ATCC700603310 J5 PCR ;=4 364 bp;{#i I MecA-
F/MecA-R 5|¥¥" # MRSA ATCC33591 J5 PCR =
¥ % 310 bp; ffi ;] FemA-F/FemA-R 5| 4§ # SA
ATCC29213 J5 PCR 7242k 132 bp, BTG H ¥ 18 4
I RN AR R T Y PCR 7™ 4 48 3585 Bl Bk
LUK A R LI 1, B — B B R/ 5 T 45
FHAF o

2.2 Z# PCR &Mt fEf— PCR WK RY
WAL FAIE T 2 FE PCR RN AR & & 5 i i
AR % (25 L) R 2 X QIAGEN Multiplex PCR
Master Mix 12. 5 pL, Gl ¥4 JE . 16S-F/16S-R
0.06 pmol/L (0. 15 pL), PhoA-F/PhoA-R 24 0. 01
pmol/L(0.25 pL) . Mdh-F/Mdh-R 2} 0. 02 pmol/L
(0.5 plL) MecA-F/MecA-R 2 0. 1 pmol/L (0. 25
p L) FemA-F/FemA-R 24 0. 12 pmol/L(0. 3 pL),
Template 1 pl..ddH,O 7.5 pL. [ifE 56~62 C[#iB

KO B S B g L 60 C Y B U B AT B H R
ZORJORBEE . RNV A 95 CHiAEME 15 min J5 ., 4%
94 °C 30 5,60 °C 1.5 min.72 °C 1.5 min #47 35 MG
B RJG 72 °C HE A 10 min, 4 C £ 47, EC ATCC
25922 ) PCR 7= 4 F 1 500,903 bp H 4 i, KP
ATCC 700603 fi§ PCR 7=#F 1 500,364 bp £ 2.
SA ATCC 29213 ff§ PCR 7=#F 1 500,132 bp A %
# MRSA ATCC 33591 1§ PCR ¥ F 1 500,310,
132 bp i 457 . HZ 5 PCR ¥4 7 ¥y B s b 56 s fa
VK& R 2,

.M 3k DNA Marker DL2000; N 3 75 [ ¥ %} ;1 24 EC
ATCC25922;2 Jy KP ATCC700603;3 i MRSA ATCC33591;4 3 SA
ATCC29213;5 4 EC ATCC25922:6 i KP ATCC700603;7 ) MRSA
ATCC33591;8 3 SA ATCC29213

1 EC.KP.MRSA.SA 88 —XE K PCR Bk &R

3 : M Fox DNA Marker DL2000;1 2y EC ATCC 2592252 S KP
ATCC 70060333 Jy SA ATCC 2921334 Jy MRSA ATCC 3359135 K
EC ATCC 25922, KP ATCC 700603, SA ATCC 29213 fiI MRSA
ATCC 33591

& 2 EC.KP.SA.MRSA £ %= PCR ik &R

2.3 % PCR W45t EC £ 16S rDNA fl
phoA {7 &A1 BHPE %47, KP 7€ 16S rDNA il mdh i
B PS5 SA 7E 16S rDNA Fl femA 3 B 4 FHM:
27, MRSA ¥£ 16S rDNA . mecA F femA i & A FH
PEGAT . HAL R R A TE 16S rDNA 7 & 15 B8 FH Pk
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. RIAARMIE 1 £ & PCR ik A &
FES e A & BB PH PR B M 45 R R S R
100% ., W2,
%2 £E PCR IR
H H 3L
16S rDNA  PhoA Mdh

bRA R

FemA MecA

EC ATCC 25922

+

+ — — —
EC1 + - - -

KP ATCC 700603 - +
KP1 +
SA ATCC 29213
SA1

MRSA ATCC 33591
MRSA R1

SE ATCC 12228

SE SE1

SL SL.1

SC1

AB1

EF1

PA1

PV1

SAgl

SDy1

+ 4+ 4+ + o+
|
|
|
|

SMil

\A%!

+
|
\
|
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T RN B s — SRR A

2.4 ZHEPCR R E EC ATCC 25922 #f phoA
FEEK I FE K 2. 75 X 10° CFU/mL, KP ATCC 700603
i mdh J5 R A BR K 2. 43 X10° CFU/mL, SA ATCC
29213 14 femA & A& I BE & 3. 13 X 10° CFU/mL,
MRSA ATCC 33591 [ mecA FEPF MR H 3. 03X 10°
CFU/mL. i 16S rDNA [g#: il fE EC ATCC 25922 K
27.5 CFU/mL.KP ATCC 700603 3} 2. 43X 10° CFU/
mL.SA ATCC 29213 24 3. 13X 10 CFU/mL 1 MRSA
ATCC 33591 24 3.03X10° CFU/mL, U./& 3,

2.5 BUEIRKE 300 £ I bR AR o A% G i 8 R 7 ik

FEPHPEARAS 187 {5, Hovp EC 2y 116 iy . KP 2y 24 fy,
SACK LG MRSA) Jy 4 44y , MRSA 2y 6 57, oA 1fn %
HORERY N 37 iy, R Z & PCR Jy kKt 16S
rDNA FHPE AR A% 183 . 7 16S rDNA [H % b A<
phoA BHE 114 ffy ,mdh FHME 22 ffy , femA FHH: 10 157,
mecA FHYE 6 15y . 515 55 i 1% 35 75 v #6000 ifn 5 Je e
b, Lm0 97, 9% (183/187) , Mk £ & PCR
J7 5 B A B AR 5 95 %6 I R B YL T AE 24 8
by RG0S 0 I B O . LR 3.

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

M 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

1000

WA FKRLE PCR X EC A1 SA R E. M & DNA Marker
DL2000;1~7 2 EC ATCC25922, ¥k FEAR K Jy 2. 75X 10° 2. 75X 10°,
2.75X10%,2.75X10%,2. 75X 10%,27.5,2. 75 CFU/mL;8~14 Jg SA
ATCC29213, ¥ JEMK K My 3. 13X 100,3. 13X 10°,3, 13X 10*,3. 13 X
10%,3.13X10%,31.3,3. 13 CFU/mL, B /%% & PCR %} MRSA #i
KP iy R fit 2. M Jy DNA Marker DL2000; 1 ~ 7 J3 MRSA
ATCC33591, HREEHR YK 2 3. 03X 107 .3, 03X 10%,3. 03 X 10°,3. 03 X
10%,3. 03 X 103, 3. 03 X 10%, 30. 3 CFU/mL; 8 ~ 14 3} KP
ATCC700603, #e FEAR K Ky 2. 43 X 105 ,2, 43X 10°,2.43X 10*,2. 43 X
10%.2.43X10%,24.3.2. 43 CFU/mL

3 ZEPCRHREE

x3 ZEPCRAZESMBFTERNE RILE (1)

Z% & PCR [k

R s I35 5% F W 7 3 B
16S rDNA phoA mdh femA mecA

EC 116 114 114 — — — 114

KP 24 22 — 22 — — 22

SACKtL4E MRSA) 4 4 — — 4 — 4

MRSA 6 6 — — 6 6 6

SE 7 7 - - — — 7
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gk3 SEEPCRAEEMEFRAERMNERILE (1)
% 1 PCR AP
TR 44 B I 55 75 B I 5 o PR
16S rDNA phoA mdh femA mecA
SL 2 2 — - - - 2
AB 6 6 - - - — 6
EF 3 3 - - - - 3
PV 6 6 - - - - 6
PA 4 4 — - - — 4
SAg 4 4 - - - - 4
vV 5 5 - - - - 5
At 187 183 114 22 10 6 183
T — R P

2.6 PR LY  16SF/16S-R 5199 4% 4 h i
PCR =4 7E 1 500 bp 4 16S rDNA 7 i 44 . L
&l 4.,

{IM?%HT\‘ DNA Markcr DLZOOO;l j{] 1 h;Z ﬂ\] 2 h;3 ﬂ\] 3 h;/l j\j 4 h
4 FHEEERR

2.7 ZTE PCR J5 ¥ A% 4 i 55 97 J5 3 A I ik (8] L
# 23 PCRJ5ik 8.3 h a1 B 25 L 1 4% 4t i 35 5%
795 N 55 5 I %5 % 300 52 % B P 1552 A 5 Aol 0
I MR AL S8 5 A A L BT [A] 60 h R4 31 BH A 48 R 4

B FRAMESS R T 5 d A A M. W
x4,
x4 % & PCR 75 M 4& 45 M 35 55 77 7% 46 0 B 18] Bk 4%

6 I A5 B % PCR J5 ik ke
FH [ 4

i H; 5% 4h 12 h 5d

B3R B s e - 48 h -

R R X 0.5 h — —

1 Bk 3.8 h — —

LR (] 8.3 h 60 h 5d

T — FRATHE %A R
34 it

PCR JZ TR SE i 3 AR W2 BORT Tl i

R EVE GR A1 3 AP IR X DNA B #1752
il o PRI AR 5 RS IR 40 B A0 T Y T R AL, A
AP TSR0 R TR I R A 5 5 TR R
FAHT S T3 E R B 1 2 F T R 00 i PR B0 1 1Y
PCR F i fbiksn & " a0 {8 E Roche 24 A Y Light-
Cycler SeptiFast MGRADE-test. &} [ SeeGene 2\ #)
i) Magicplex Sepsis Real-time PCR £&, 24 A] 4 ] 1
I S8 LT R A ECT Y KPP CSANS Y ] RN
AR A 2R GCE Y E A B R iR
AE B, H U, Ay B S — A A R R EC,
KP.SA F1 MRSA [ £ PCR J7 ik, 45 46 1ML 0 R e Fr
o ARG I B ], Dk 2R PR A R0 B ARTIZ IR 1 H Y
[ i o 38 2ok B AT I i LA B ARG 0 0 A el 8 A S B
IgE

1Yy PCR 4 3G i 20 i 8 88— 3R, 5 L 328
WA 3 5 R s 204 S B SRR S AR
ARG SCHR AT 0 EC By Al & 23 8 2 bip . eae,stx,
AggR . Elt.Est fl inv H 1 3% F 3k 43 2K [ 1 EC 1
T IR BE ST 2 WL pho A BE B R E Sy EC 5@
5 FHE

HAEGGMAN 4 i 38 7 KP4 55 I mdh
2t 1 P SR TR M U AT gy Ak DR G B T A il 7 B A
AT VPRI 03845 2 e, S A 7 % ] mdh /R
B X KP #6477 PCR RG-S, Xt SA [
K, % A nuc, sodA Fil femA 1E 5 Fikr 4k H A 2t
BTGt o B G PR T 245 9 1 3K % foff A Ol
FH o SA P A 512 P R R T 22 o AR ) MRSA BR
Xof F AR PG AT 245 b, 0k 2 B 2SR R N R 2 AR
Pt R BA ZHI 251, v Al PCR J7 &l SA
Y AR P AR BT PE mecA JE L DUBA 2 % SA 2 /N
MRSAH 14

AW T THONG % HRIE Y phoA mdh,
femA Fl mecA Sy H 09K, @ 37 1 AT [ B A I i 3
SR LR R UL E0OW I . 245 EC.KP.SA F1 MRSA
M2 PCR Jyik, 7Hobh.br EiR Hbr i@ ob, 7 2 &
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PCR 4 2 i [Al I AT 510 JFAZZE P RS X168 rD-
NA J@ 3514 8F/1492RM K i H: b 20 5 51 2 1) 1k
IMAE s X EC.KP.SA Fl MRSA L) Ak (1) 240 18 2% e /F
FHPE$E 7 DLRE S R A

I BA 2 52 2% 1 843 1 UG IS ) DNA 4
W7 00 M 2 e bR A 4T DNA $2 JiU2 PCR A
WIS EM 5 —HmEER,

BANADA %" F 40 i it 3% F0 4 1 b A 46
SA G| I 5 25 S % B %A ] 41 49 19 I YR A A
AR DNA 2R 25 R 2 22 5 2o 4 i AR A
DU BE P 3 e ey o PRI AR ST R A 5 T 4 A AR
I S v B A R DNA BEAT U BE $R B 5 b 40 1 1A
FCRD R[], $2 By 15 0 25 e 25 52 e AR A Al A
DNA 9 =, KW 5% %k Bt H 4~ Takara 2 &) i Lysis
Buffer for Microorganism to Direct PCR Kit % Ifil #7
B AT DNA 25, 3813 1T 2% PCR {50 1Y
DNA &,

T AL 388 AN T A % ot g J % JECAA PN 1% 4 T i
S 25 e AT JRE 1 J 0 G I YR ) 0 T R R AR T
RAEH IR IOE 5 1 DNA &, T 52 PCR A4 A6 25
PR A B . 75 56 UE 525 Uy i TR A R Y
W AR — Z2 90 i R K L9 27 45 A 22 A DL $ e 1 B 5%
PR . AWF 5888 B0 T A5 A B I it 8% g A AR i 47 3K
B s AL AE B 0 BRI IR R A L A T R R E
febn b HEE DU IR 7 20 LR

EC7E 116 iy L & R b A A 2 iy JKP 1E 24
Oy LG AR A A 2 iy R BB PCR 7 i, 2
7 BB A R A SCR R  — i g R G Y B AR
G B 40 B <<1~10 CFU/mL", fF L. 2% %A
AR I PESS SR 5 bR A b 20 T R RE BN G TR R AR
SR AR 5 S AT P0RE IR DLBRE A R L 1 AT
PCR KA F T B AR AR BA P & A= 3. ARWF5E 45 R 2
7N 595 %0 Lh I AE G M B 35 O B B bR AR 5 dE ST i £
# PCR J5 i WAL, AT AR 15 — BUW 45 8, 0] i AR A 5 i
1 4 h P BEE 3R] 4G PCR Jy 2455 S i e 4, 17 4E
F 085 % B ] IR A A T 5 e v 2
4 %5 ®

AT T —Fh Al 12 W il E ) 2 PCR JF
. Al [ B 6 ECLKP L SA il MRSA 4 F H 45 80U
HEAT R . 5 AR ge i 5 57 07 A K, £ E PCR 5 i
(45 5 S 100040, HERR 3 97. 904 (183/187) , Tl 3
I Jir 5 Bf ], 2 85 PCR Jr ik 8.3 hoff 4e i 5 57 77
BAYES 60 hoBAMER 5 d. SEGEEFR 07k e i A
IR AL T — b e M A % L PR TR R B 0 I A
Tk

%3k
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